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VI  ^ ^         FOREIGN  UE\V3  ON  FRUIT 

^   


BRITISH  AND  GERMAN  IMPORTS  OF  FRUIT  IN  NOVEMBER 


United  Kingdom 


Imports  of  fresh  fruit  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  first 
five  months  (July  to  November)  of  the  present  season  were  on  a  much  lower 
level  than  last  year  for  all  items  except  oranges  and  plums.     The  takings 
of  apples  were  less  than  half  those  of  the  corresponding  period  in  1926, 
This  decrease  may  "be  accounted  for  largely  by  the  increased  supply  of  do- 
mestic armies,  the  relatively  high  prices  of  American  and  Canadian  apples, 
and  the  competition  during  the  last  part  of  the  period  of  cheap  Spanish 
eranges.     December  reports  indicate  that  the  imports  of  oranges  continued 
very  large  and  that  prices,  particularly  for  the  Spanish  product,  were  un- 
usually low. 

Imports  of  dried  fruit,  however,  were  considerably  larger  during 
July  to  November  than  for  the  same  months  in  1925.    The  imports  of  raisins 
were  particularly  heavy,  amounting  to  114,552,000  pounds  against  81,048,000 
for  the  corresponding  five  months  of  1926.     Of  these  totals,  the  United 
States  supplies  32  per  cent  in  1926  and  29  per  cent  in  1927,  Australia 
furnished  only  13  per  cent  in  1926  but  in  1927  that  country's  proportion 
was  33  per  cent.     The  imports  from  Turkey  have  been  smaller  than  last  year 
but  takings  from  Spain  increased. 

Ge  rmany 

Total  imports  of  all  apples  into  Germany  during  the  period  July  to 
November  1927  were  12  per  cent  smaller  than  takings  during  the  corresponding 
period  in  1926,     The  falling  off  in  imports  of  American  apples  from 
235,000  bushels  in  1926  to  63,000  bushels  in  1927  is  an  outstanding  fea- 
ture of  the  trade.     The  relatively  high  prices  of  American  apples  and  the 
large  imports  from  certain  neighboring  countries,  particularly  Holland, 
Belgium,  and  Switzerland  are  the  chief  factors  explaining  the  reducticn  in 
imports  for  this  count ry.     The  market  for  American  barreled  apples  has  been 
particularly  weak*    Heavy  supplies  of  cheap  Spanish  oranges  have  also  con- 
tributed to  the  weakness  of  the  German  apple  market.     The  imports  of  oranges 
into  Germany,  principally  from  Spain,  amounted  to  215,000  boxes  during  the 
five  months'  period,  July  to  November,  this  season  as  against  122,472  bcxes 
during  the  same  months  of  1926. 

The  imports  of  prunes,  both  from  the  United  States  and  Yugoslavia, 
have  been  heavier  this  year  than  last.     The  German  market  for  American 
raisins  continues  to  expand  but  Turkey  remains  by  far  the  loading  source 
9f  supply. 
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FRUIT:     Imports  into  Germany  "by  months  and  principal  countries, 

1926  and  1927 


Commodity 
and  country 


j  July  - 

November   

:  1927 

1  1926 

:  1926 

:     1927  a/ 

i  Oc  t  t>b  e  r 

:lJovenber  ny 

:  November 

;  Bushels 

:  Bushels 

;  Bushels 

:  Bushels 

:  3ushels 

, ;  235,257 

63,000 

!  11,053 

!  30,000 

;  160,936 

i  454,459 

!  267,000 

:        77 , 988 

J  125,000 

183,002 

i  957,182 

!  343,000 

!  81,966 

!  85,000 

{  322,122 

J  361,669 

:  613,000 

!  183,538 

;  310,000 

i  126,163 

!  295,797 

!  899,000 

:      348 , 642 

:  475,000 

:  115,595 

i  335,821 

lb/  351,153 

52,765 

c/ 

;  24,321 

:  189,420 

203,000 

74 , 290 

:        60  i 000 

:  85,423 

S  271,060 

:b/  119,580 

{  42,379 

J  156,527 

i  579,148 

:  '  505,000 

76,534 

;  425,000 

:  253,831 

\  1,269,978 

905,000 

:  479,650 

S  405,000 

!  541,124 

:  343,085 

i  352,000 

J  123,433 

:  175,000 

!  173,948 

)  305,919 

;  316,267 

:      103 , 686 

:  190,000 

:  81,105 

!  5,597,795 

:  4,937,000 

•  1,656,324 

:  2,280,300 

'  2,254,106 

:  Boxes 

:  Boxes 

:  Boxes 

Boxes 

:  122,472 

:  215,000 

17,482 

!  88,000 

30,597 

:      632,967  s 

620,000  ; 

81,210 

146,000  ! 

132,008 

:  1.000  lbs 

1,000  lbs  : 

1,000  lbs  : 

1,000  lbs  ; 

l.OOC  lbs 

J        10,578  : 

11,200  : 

1,385  : 

1,400  ; 

1,233 

:        11.625  : 

13,900  : 

225  : 

1,300  ; 

5,453 

:        23,901  : 

25,700  : 

1,637  : 

3,000  : 

t,285 

:          4,724  ! 

4,900  : 

564  : 

1,100  : 

1,567 

:        16,652  : 

17,900  : 

5,665  : 

7,900  ! 

6,767 

!          6,667  J 

5,500  : 

1,294  : 

2_,50n  : 

1,994 

:        28,043  i 

28,300  ! 

7,523  : 

11,500  : 

10,328 

;        10,862  : 

11,500  ! 

2,451  : 

4,000. ! 

3,294 

APPLES; 
United  States 
Austria 
Italy  . 
Be  lgium 
Holland 
Hungary 
Rumania 
Yugoslavia 
France  , . . 
Switzerland  ,  ,  . 

Czechoslovakia. 
Others 
Total 


OKANGSS ; 

Total  d/  .  .  . 

LEMOIJS: 

Total  e/  . . . 

PRU1IZS: 
United  States 
Yugoslavia  .  . 
Total   


EAISIIIS: 
United  States 

Turkey   

Others   

Total   


CUHRAIITS 
Tot: al  , 


lly;  November,   if  any,  included  in 


a/  Hounded  figures,     b/  July  to  October  oi 
"Others",     c/  If  any,   included  in  "Others",     d/  Boxes  of  70  pounds,     e/  Boxes 
of  74  pounds. 
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FRUIT:     Inprrts  into  the  United  Kingdom,  1926  and  1927 


July -Nov  ember  :  1&J±L  :  l°2e> 

1926  :   1927     :  Oct.     :  Nov.     :Nov ember 


FRESH  FRUITS;  :  :             :             :  : 

ADDles   1,000  boxes  a/i  10,204:     5,070:  1,442   :     1,922:  o4922 

Apricots  and  peachfes  "  pounds     J     6,557:     5,719:        94  ;          15:  15 

Bananas  "   "  bunches  :    7,324:     6,097:  1,206::     1,006:  1,067 

Lemons    "  boxes  b/:        781:        649:      187;:        203:  120 

Oranges    "  "      c/l     1,542  :    2,160  :      364  :        80  5  :  350 

Pears    "  pounds     : 142, 534 : 103 ,343 : 18 ,297  :     6,226:  11,989 

Plums    "  w  i       :  45,432  :  62,233  :  5,587  :         35:  142 

DRIED  FRUITS  i  ;  :              !              :  : 

Currants    H  "          :  85,474:  90,026:41,057   :  26,983:  24,234 

Raisins    "  11          :  81,043:114,552:29,482  :  49,543:  25,571 


a/  All  imports  in  terms  of  boxes  of  44  pounds,     b/  Boxes  of  74  pounds;  in- 
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^  Washington 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  FRUIT 

V/fr      ^  ■/       B  R  *  s 

^    {m,CULTmt  a-of/  ,  4^ 

APPLE  AND  OTHER  FRUIT  CONDITIONS  IN  EUROPE  MP  THE  UNITED  STATES 

MAY.  1928 

Apple  and  pear  conditions  in  May  were  favorable  for  a  generally  good 
setting  of  fruit  in  some  important  European  producing  areas,  according  to 
cabled^ information  from  L.  V.  Steere,  Acting  American  Agricultural  Commission- 
er at  Berlin.    There  was  a  good  aetting  of  apples  in  the  Italian  Tyrol, 
Switzerland,  Austria,  Czechoslovakia  and  southern  Germany.     In  the  important 
market  area  of  northern  Germany  and  Rhineland,  however,  apple  settings  were 
light.     In  England,  the  chief  foreign  market  for  United  States  apples,  crop 
conditions  of  apples  and  pears  were  generally  favorable  at  the  end  of  April, 
in  spite  of  some  frost  damage,  according  to  the  official  report  of  April  28. 
From  the  viewpoint  of  available  export  supplies  in  the  United  States,  it 
should  be  noted  that  the  total  apple  crop" has  largely  escaped  serious  injury 
from  frost.    Fruit  in  parts  of  the  Middle  West  has  suffered  severe  damage 
from  that  source,  but  elsewhere  only  slight  damage  is  reported,  according  to 
the  May  summary  of  the  Agricultural  Situation.    Few  sections  report  premature 
blooming  of  apple  trees,  and  most  of  the  important  areas  are  anticipating 
good  crops.    Prospects  are  subject  to  revision,  however,  by  the  outcome  of 
the  June  drop. 

In  the  Netherlands,  which  does  a  considerable  export  business  in 
apples  and  pears,  and  in  the  Rhineland,  apple  conditions  are  reported  as 
not  so  favorable.     Setting  in  those  regions  is  said  to  be  light,  with  con- 
siderable frost  damage  followed  by  hail.    Pears,  however,  showed  an  abundant 
bloom  in  the  Netherlands  and  Czechoslovakia,  and  a  good  bloom  in  Germany^ 
according  to  Mr.  Steere,  but  frost  damage  in  Czechoslovakia  and  Germany,  may 
have  hurt  the  crop.     The  damage  was  variable  and  the  extent,  therefore,  is 
not  knonn  as  yet.     In  England,  the  weather  during  April  was  characterized 
by  cold  winds  and  sharp  night  frosts,  which  caused  some  damage  to  apples. 
The  crop  in  general  is  believed  to  have  not  been  adversely  affected  to  any 
material  extent,  however,  since  the  damage  is  held  to  have  been  only  local. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  crop  is  somewhat  backward,  but  most  varieties  had  a 
good  show  of  blossoms.    The  pear  crop  is  also  reported  as  enjoying  a  good 
blossoming  period  and  frost  damage,  although  general,  was  not  believed  to  be 
serious  on  the  whole.    Apple  and  pear  crops  in  Europe  in  1927  were  variable 
but  probably  generally  about  average,  and  much  larger  than  the  poor  crops  of 
1926. 

Other  fruits 

Recent  frosts  are  reported  to  have  done  heavy  damage  to  vineyards,  and 
also  to  some  of  the  stone  fruits  on  the  European  continent.     Cherries,  plums 
and  small  fruit  in  England  blossomed  well  and  were  generally  promising  at  the 
beginning  of  May,  although  plums  showed  some  frost  damage,    Victoria  appeared 
to  have  suffered  more  than  other  varieties. 
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AgD  GA1TADA 


June  in  most*  of  th^  re-°rts  on  conditions  during  the  first  half  of 

Continent,  indicate  ^coo^  apple  and  pear  Procnicing  countries  on  the 
year,  if  weather  c  ^        CP°P  s0newha1:  larger  than  that  of  last 

Agricultural  Commi^in  remain  favorable,  according  to  a  report  from 

mind,  however    th  t  •       Steere  at  3erlin-     It  nust  be  borne  in 

forecast  of  the  rr  *"p  sti11  to°  early  in  the  season  to  make  any  definite 

June,  while  in  E  T*a  G°nditions  in  Canada  ^ere  also  good  the  first  of 
good'crop  last  -e&  'ales  Pr0sPects  ^ere  variable  compared  with  a 

prospects  in  southP^  iT  EuroPean  Pear  cr0P,  in  spite  of  unfavorable 
noor  crop      Pro  t    -    ^lTOPe*  may  be  considerably  larger  than  last  -ear's 
mainlv  to"peargS^/fI!iCa^Sed  SCne  dauage  this  sP~in£»  but  apparently 
apple's  only  SCaSv  ea£3y1frtttt«  in  cithern  Europe,  and  in  the  case  of 
also,  and  average  £  4^P£?£&?*  ^  "  faV°rabl6  C*** 
Ge  rr.i^nv 

that  thel1928  °f  reports  frorn  agricultural  and  trade  sources  indicate 

be  a  fair  fro  i     Cr°P  m  Gernan"»  on  the  basis  of  early  prospects,  will 

next  sever  1  w^l       g°°d  Cr°?  hflTTinS  unfavorable  developments  during  the 
ccmnPrM-^i      weei's .    Reports  from  southern  Gernanv,  the  most  important 

ce^ral  1/  refiion'  P°int  to  a  *****  S°od  croP*  ^  in  the 

rather  lZh tri^  provinces  and  the  lower  Rhine  region  the  setting  is 
damage  in  Sll     •  frosts  in  the  middle  of  May  and  on  June  2  did  some 

this  ic  -L*      Sla»  tne  lower  Kline  valley  and  a  few  other  districts,  but 
prosnectT  pCOn!        Gd  extensive-  the  count  ry  as  a  -hole,  present 

but  thP  n„*i    i        °e  ab0Ut  aS  g00d  0r  a  little  ^tter  than  last  year, 
out  the  outlook  is  still  subject  to  change. 

whole  &e^lan  pear  cr°P  Remises  to  be  a  fairly  good  one  on  the 

than  witJ6  S  l  ln  central  Germany  being  somewhat  more  satisfactory 

n  apples.     A  good  yield  is  ejected  in  "urtemberg  and  the  Palatinate. 

Czecjipslovakia 

that  bothe^°SlOVaki'm  reports  covering  the  first  half  of  June  indicate 
ve  ^  aPPle  and  pear  crops  will  probably  be  relatively  ^rood  this 

goh  *    A  cabled  report  from  Mr,  Steere,  dated  June  30,  stater,  that  in 
less  ^  reC®^t  reP°rts  indicate  a  variable  condition  of  apples,  possibly 

acrn^aV°rf       taan  early  reP°rts  indicated.     Pears  are  medium  to  good, 
according  to  the  report.  1 
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In  the  Elbe  Valley,   en  important  export  district,  the  apple  crop 
is  now  estimated  as  25  per  cent  better  than  last  year,  and  the  pear 
outturn  is  expected  to  be  a  third  larger.     In  Slovakia,  which  is  second 
after  Bohemia  as  an  export  region,  the  outlook  for  apples  and  pears  is 
also  said  to  be  favorable.    Prunes  and  plums,  too,  are  rather  promising 
here,  although  prospects  for  the  country  as  a  whole  are  described  as 
unsat  isfactory. 

With  favorable  growing  conditions  from  now  on,  Czechoslovakia  will 
probably^  be  an  important  source  of  apple  and  pear  supplies  for  German 
markets  this  fall  and  early  winter.     Chechoslovakian  fruit  growers  or- 
ganizations are  reported  to  have  already  been  negotiating  with  the  rail- 
roads for  expedited  service  and  lower  rates  on  fruit  shipments  to 
Prague,  Vienna,  Leipzig  and  Dresden. 

Austria 

The  Austrian  official  report  on  fruit  prospects  at  the  end  of 
May  indicated  a  more  favorable  outlook  than  last  year  for  table  apples 
but  poorer  prospects  than  a  year  ago  for  table  pears  and  cider  fruit 
generally.     The  official  statement  indicates  the  best  outlook  for  apples 
in  Styria  and  Vorarlberg,  which  trade  information  confirms  with  reports 
of  a  very  good  setting  of  apples  and  probable  large  export  supplies-  In 
Upper  Austria  and  the  Austrian  Tyrol,  however,  the  crop  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  in  spite  of  heavy  bloom,  apparently  as  a  result  of  frost 
damage.    Pears  suffered  extensively  from  frost  and  set  rather  poorly. 
The  Tyrol  is  said  to  have  about  half  a  normal  set. 

Swit  zerl^nd 

Fruit  trees  blossomed  under  rather  unfavorable  conditions  this 
spring  in  Switzerland,  with  the  result  that  the  setting  of  fruit  varies 
greatly.    Apple  prospects,  nevertheless,  were  relatively  favorable  at  the 
"beginning  of  J-Qne.     In  his  cabled  report  Mr.  Steere  states  that  a  slightly 
poorer  yield  than  last  year  may  be  expected.    Pears  put  out  a  light  bloom, 
and  the  outlook  is  considered  rather  unfavorable,  as  is  also  the  case 
with  prunes  and  plums,  the  latter  varying  from  poor  to  medium  in  different 
districts. 

Italy 

Northern  Italy  will  have  a  good  medium  apple  crop  this  year,  accord- 
ing to  middle  of  June  reports,  which  also  state  that  the  pear  crop  will 
be  rather  small  In  all  parts  of  the  country.     In  the  South  Tyrol,  apple 
blossoming  was  unusually  heavy,  but  frosts  from  May  10  to  13  caused  con- 
siderable damage,  particularly  to  Kaltejrerbohmer  and  Gravensteins,  with 
Edelroten,  Host  lichen,  Weiss-Rosmarin  suffering  to  a  less  extent.  In 
spite  of  the  frost,  Graven steins  are  expected  t o  be  a  good  medium  crop 
and  5f  good  quality.     Goldpermains  are  estimated  at  nrediunr.fco  good.  Other 
varieties  are  reported  as  follows: 


Sommerkonige 
Kost liche 
'•'eiss-Rosraarin 
3de  lbohmer 
Kalt  e  r  q  r"b  ohrie  r 
Spit  zlederer 
Can  ada-Re  in  e  1 1  e  s 
Fde lrote 


slightly  "below  medium 
good  medium  crop 
good  medium  crop 
slightly  below  medium 
poor  crop 
poor  crop 

slightly  below  medium 
good  medium  crop 


Reports  on  other  districts  state  that  in  Abbruzzen  a  very  good 
apple  crop  is  expected;  in  tiodena  a  good  crop,  particularly  of  Canada- 
Reinettes  and  other  early  varieties,  and  in  Massalombarda,  Romagna,  Veneto 
and  Piemonte  a  satisfactory  crop. 


Holland 


llid-June  reports  indicate  some  improvement  in  apple  prospects  in 
Holland  during  recent  weeks.     Some  information  points  to  a  "fairly  good" 
crop,  but  other  reports  are  slightly  less  optimistic.    Pear  prospects 
are  good. 

France 


Reports  on  French  fruit  prospects  describe  the  apple  crop  as  any- 
where from  "not  good"  to  "fairly  good",  but  indicate  that  recent  develop- 
ments have  not  been  favorable.     Pears  are  said  to  be  below  normal  but 
better  than  last  year. 


Belgium 


Belgian  apxjle  prospects  are  described  as  good  especially  for  the 
early  varieties.     The  pear  crop  is  reported  !,below  normal".    Mr.  Steere's 
cable  of  June  30  states  there  will  probably  be  no  export  surplus  of  paars. 

Yugoslavia.  Hungary  and  Rumania 

IThile  same  frost  damage  to  Yugoslavian  fruit  occurred  in  Hay,  re- 
ports indicate  that  apples  and  pears  did  not  suffer  seriously,  and  that 
there  is  a  relatively  good  crop,  at  least  in  certain  parts  of  the  country. 
In  Hungary  early  fruits  suffered  considerable  frost  damage,  but  June  1  con- 
ditions promised  a  "middle"  crop  of  apples,  pears  and  prunes.  Unconfirmed 
reports  from  Rumania  state  that  early  prospects  are  promising  for  a  good 
apple  crop  this  year, 

England  and  'Tales 


Prospects  for  the  fruit  crop  of  England  and  T.7ales  were  variable  as 
of  June  1,  compared  with  a  goad  crop  last  year,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.     The  set  of  dessert  apples,  however,  was 
generally  satisfactory.     Worcester  Pearmain,  Cox's  Orange  Pippin,  James 
G-rieve  and  Allington  Pippin  are  carrying  very  heavy  crops  ^rith  3eauty  of 
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Bath  very  fair.     Cooking  apples  appear  good  on  the  whole  although  Bramleys 
seedling  have  s\iffered  damage  in  some  places.    Pears  have  set  well  and  the 
crops  should  "be  average.     Conference,  Fertility,  Doyenne  du  Cornice  show 
good  promise.    Hessle  and  Williams  are  fair,    Plumsprospect  s  are  variable. 
Victorias  promise  well  in  some  districts  and  Czar  and  Monarch  are  good, 
Pershon  very  fair  and  Rivers  patchy.     Greengages  promise  only  a  light  crop 
while  Damsons  are  goodihiKent  and  Cambridge,  but  light  elsewhere.  Dessert 
cherries  are  generally  fair,  while  Movellas  are  good  and  other  sour  cherries 
variable, 

Canada 

Conditions  in  Canada  on  June  1,  which  are  based  entirely  on  blossom 
prospects,  were  never  more  promising  for  a  good  crop  of  fruit  in  all  the 
fruit  producing  provinces, according  to  the  June  report  of  the  Fruit  Branch 
of  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture.    Without  exception  all  kinds ^ 
of  fruit  showed  heavy  blossom.    As  the  amount  of  bloom  is  little  or  no  in- 
dication of  the  eventual  yield,  however,  no  estimate  of  production  will  be 
received  until  later  in  July  when  the  results  of  the  June  drop  are  known. 
British  Columbia,  which  is  more  advanced  than  any  of  the  other  provinces, 
is  very  hopeful  for  a  good  crop  of  apples,  peaches,  cherries,  pears  and  small 
fruits.    In  the  eastern  provinces,  weather  conditions  have  been  cool  and 
wet  during  the  blossoming  period  and  it  is  feared  that  the  yield  will  not 
be  as  heavy  as  might  be  expected. 

Conditions  by  provinces  were  reported  as  follows:     Growers  in 
British  Columbia  had  prospects  on  June  1  for  a  crop  of  apples  in  excess  of 
those  of  1927  and  1926  when  commercial  shipments  amounted  to  3,238,400  boxes 
and  3,935,500  boxes  respectively.     Conditions  were  based  on  the  heavy  show 
of  blossom,  however,  and  until  the  June  drop  is  completed  no  accurate 
estimate  of  the  crop  can  be  formed.     Once  the  set  is  assured,  an  abundance 
of  water  for  irrigation  purposes  and  healthy  trees  practically  free  from 
winter  injury  will  aid  in  obtaining  an  increased  yield.    Prospects  for 
peaches  are  above  those  of  last  year.     All  other  fruits  promise  heavy  crops 
with  the  exception  of  sweet  cherries.     In  Ontario  weather  conditions  have 
been  cool  and  wet  and  have  not  favored  fruit  setting.    The  show  of  blossoms 
has  been  good,  however,  and  a  larger  yield  of  apples  than  last  year's  crop 
of  673,500  barrels  is  expected.     Peaches,  plums  and  cherries  are  expected 
to  be  better  than  last  year.     In  Quebec  the  outlook  for  the  apple  crop 
was  very  good,  according  to  blossom  indications  but  warm  weather  was  needed 
to  obtain  *a*  good  set  of  fruit.     Given  a  normal  set  the  crop  should  be  about 
150  per  cent  of  last  year's  crop  which  amounted  to  104,600  barrels.  New 
Brun  sw ick  reports  a  heavy  blossom  of  most  apple  varieties  and  generally 
fair  conditions.     Last  year's  crop  was  light  amounting  to  28,000  barrels. 
Indications  in  Nova  Scotia  are  for  an  apple  crop  about  10  per  cent  above 
last  year's  commercial  crop  of  925,000  barrels. 
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MIDDLE  JULY  PROSPECTS  FOR  APPI5S  AND  PEAKS  IN  EUROPE  AND  CANADA 

Middle  of  July  prospects  for  the  1928  continental  apple  and  pear 
crop  seen  to  indicate  that  American  apples  should  find  a  rather  favorable 
market  in  European  consuming  centers  this  coming  winter,  according  to  a 
report  to  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  frcm 
Agricultural  Commissioner  L.  V.  Steere  at  Berlin.     Crop  conditions  vary  to 
a^greater  extent  than  for  many  years,  so  that  an  accurate  size-up  of  the 
situation  is  still  difficult,   cut  generally  speaking,  Northern  and  Western 
Europe  has  only  a  small  to  medium  crop  of  apples  and  a  medium  or  slightly 
))ette3be<t^einof  Pears;  the  southern  European  districts  have  an  apple  crop 
ranging/fair  aid  good,  "but  a  small  pear  crop. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  apple  and  pear  crops  are  patchy.  Abnormal 
dropping  is  reported  and  most  varieties  promise  only  fair  crops  compared 
with  good  crops  last  year,  according  to  a  cable  from  Agricultural  Commission- 
er Foley  at  London, qstot ing  the  British  Ministry  report  of  July  26.  Early 
varieties  cf  apples  promise  to  be  a  better  crop  in  England  than  is  the  case 
with  late  fall  and  ^inter  varieties.     Conditions  in  Canada  the  early  part 
of  July  indicated  good  crops  of  apples  and  pears  in  British  Columbia  add 
slightly  below  average  yields  in  the  eastern  provinces. 

Prospects  for  United  States  Exports  to  Continental  Europe. 

Production  of  apples  and  pears  in  Holland  and  Germany,  the  districts 
immediately  tributary  to  the  most  import  ant  consuming  centers  of  continental 
Europe,  namely  the  nerthem  German  and  HhinoLand  cities  and  the  Channel  and 
Scandinavian  countries,  promises  to  be  relatively  small,  according  to  Mr. 
Steere.     These  markets  must,  therefore,   depend  upon  imported  supplies  con- 
siderably earlier  in  the  season  than  last  year,  which  should  favor  United 
States  market  prospects. 

How  much  fruit  the  surplus  producing  regions  of  the  Continent  will 
be  able  to  supply  to  consuming  centers  this  Fall  is  still  a  matter  of  some 
uncertainty,  because  of  the  great  variation  of  the  crop  in  Bohemia,  southern 
Germany  and  Switzerland,  and  because  of  the  yet  unknown  effect  of  the  hot, 
dry  weather  experienced  in  these  districts  in  July.     Most  reports  to  date 
have  indicator  that  about  normal  supplies  could  be  expected  from  the  surplus 
districts  of  southern  and  southeastern  Europe  as  a  whole,  but  a  personal  trip 
by  Mr.  Steere  through  the  principal  producing  districts  of  southern  Germany 
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and  Switzerland,  "between  July  10  and  20,  backed  up  by  late  reports  point- 
ing to  deterioration  of  the  crop,  leads  him  to  believe  that  there  is  con- 
siderable possi  bility  that  shipments  from  parts  of  southern  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Austria  and  Czechoslovakia  will  prove  to  be  on  the  under  side 
of  normal,  as  a  result  of  the  extremely  hot  aad  prolonged,  dry  July 
weather  in  the  important  fruit  growing  areas  of  these  countries.  Reports 
on  the  effect  of  the  weather  are  very  contradictory,  growers  and  local 
shippers  being  very  pessimistic,  many  of  them  indicating  that  considerable 
falling  of  fruit  has  already  occurred,  but  other  factors  in  the  trade  are 
more  optimistic  and  inclined  to  believe  that  not  much  damage  has  occurred. 
Actuality  probably  lies  somewhere  between  the  two  extrr  ies. 

Details  of  crop  conditions  by  countries  are  given  below. 

Germany 


Quantitatively,  the  German  crop  this  year  will  be  only  a  medium 
one,  considerably  smaller  than  last  year  when  the  yield  was  fairly  good 
on  the  whole.    The  set  varies  widely  all  over  Germany  and  f.-ost  at 
blossom  time  did  heavy  damage.    The  crop  is  now  suffering  at  the  crit- 
ical time  from  drought  aad  nearly  two  weeks  of  excessively  hot  weather. 
In  addition  to  being  small  in  the  Rhineland  it  leaves  much  to  be  desired 
around  the  3odensee,  which  is  the  most  important  surplus  producing  dis- 
trict in  the  country.    Unless  relief  from  drought  is  received  in  time, 
especially  in  the  important  3cdensee  district,  the  outlook  is  not  especially 
favorable  for  shipments  from  this  district  to  consuming  centers  this  year. 

He  Hand 


Holland,  which  played  such  an  important  role  as  a  source  of  supply 
for  apples  on  the  German  market  last  year,  will  this  year  have  very  little 
to  contribute.    The  crop,  already  reported  small,  has  further  deteriorated 
recently,  according  to  official  reports  which  place  the  condition  of  apples 
at  32  on  July  16  and  pears  at  53,  as  compared  with  41  aad  54,  respectively, 
on  June  25.     (70  -  good;  50  -  medium;  40  -  rather  poor;  30  -  poor  and  10  - 
failure.)    Pears  are  much  better  than  apples*  but  nevertheless  only  medium. 

C  z  echo  s  lov  akia 


This  yearTs  fruit  crop  prospects  in  Czechoslovakia,  as  in  Germany, 
are  unusually  variable,  because  of  the  spring  frosts.    Reports  until  re- 
cently have  been  indicating  a  fairly  good  apple  crop  and  a  good  pear  crop, 
the  latter  much  larger  than  last  year.     In  the  past  few  days,  however,  there 
are  indications  of  some  deterioration  in  crop  prospects  as  a  result  of  dry- 
ness, following  the  previous  fall  of  frost  damaged  fruit.    The  majority  of 
the  21be  Valley  is  counting  on  a  medium  or  slightly  better  apple  crop,  but 
in  some  parts  the  amount  of  fruit  on  the  trees  is  very  small.    The  crops 
are  also  somewhat  delayed. 
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Austria 

Recent  reports  from  Austria  indicate  some  deterioration  in  the 
fruit  crop  outlook,  the  condition  of  the  apple  crop  at  the  end  of  June 
being  2.6  as  compared  with  2.2  at  the  end  of  May,  and  the  condition  of 
table  pears  3*3  as  compared  with  2,8  at  the  end  of  May.     (2  -  good;  3- 
medium.)    For  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  outlook  for  apples  is  still 
better  than  last  year,  pear  prospects  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 
Late  varieties  of  apples  promise  the  best  yields.    The  distribution  of 
the  apple  crop  also  varies  considerably,  the  Tyrol  having  a  small  crop, 
Styria  a  rather  large  one, 

Switzerland 

Reports  on  the  condition  of  the  apple  crop  in  Switzerland  are 
still  rather  meager,  end  of  June  conditions  indicating  expectations  of 
about  four-fifths  of  a  normal  crop.     Since  that  time,  however,  the  fruit 
districts  have  experienced  continued  drought  and  nearly  two  weeks  of  very 
hot  weather,  the  effect  of  Tfcich  is  still  uncertain.    The  fruit  cooperat- 
ive associations  state  that  the  crop  has  not  been  noticeably  affected, 
but  shippers  in  the  producing  districts  are  very  pessimistic,  some  of 
them  stating  that  shipments  will  not  be  more  than  half  as  large  as  last 
year.    Prospects  are  probably  between  these  two  extremes,  which  wculd 
mean  that  Switzerland  will  make  smaller  exports  to  the  German  market  than 
last  year. 

Italy 

July  reports  from  Italy  confirm  rather  good  prospects  for  apples 
in  northern  Italy,  in  spite  of  some  local  storm  damage  to  both  apples 
and  pears  around  Merano  during  the  first  half  of  the  month.    Pears  will 
be  only  a  small  crop  in  all  parts  of  the  country.    The  first  shipments 
of  early  pears  from  Italy  have  already  appeared  on  the  German  market  and 
proved  to  be  of  inferior  quality. 

France 

Reports  from  France  continue  to  indicate  that  this  year*s  apple 
and  pear  crops  will  be  below  average  and  smaller  than  last  year,  with 
pears  somewhat  better  than  apples.    The  Williams  "Christ"  pear  (Bartlett) 
promises  a  good  crop  in  the  Rhone  Valley;  cider  apples  are  estimated  at  ^ 
a  third  below  last  year;  table  apple  estimates  vary,  but  are  mostly  medium 
or  somewhat  below, 

Belgium 

Many  reports  have  been  indicating  a  rather  good  crop  of  certain 
varieties  of  apples  in  Belgium  and  a  good  pear  crop  in  the  province^  of 
Liege  and  Namur,  but  recent  statements  announce  some  deterioration  in 
both  crops  during  the  past  few  weeks. 
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wa-  e^^f^  rep2rts  have  tDen  indicating  that  a  medium  crop  of  apples 
thP  J™?         ln  KunSary>  lM*  the  official  report  of  July  21  states  that 
«ie  apple,  pear  and  plum  crops  will  all  be  small, 

Yuf?n  "l  i:fade  rePorts  also  indicate  favorable  apple  crop  prospects  in 
gosiavia  and  Rumania  but  that  has  not  yet  been  confirmed. 

Erg  land^andjfejfeg  s 

tb         -Pr°spects  for  the  fru.it  crop  of  England  and  Wales  were  only  fair 
of^tv^  ver-Part  °f  July  coniPared  with  a  good  crop  last  year.    The  report 
e  hlnistry  of  Agriculture  on  July  26  stated  that  abnormal  dropping 
apples  has  occurred  and  the  crop  is  now  very  patchy  with  development 

very  slow  end  fruit  GIlall^     0f  the  dessert  appies  j^es  Grieve,  Worcester 
carmam  and  Cox's  Orange  Pippin  are  fair  generally  and  fair  to  good,  in 

places, with  Allingtcn  Pippin  and  Beauty  of  Bath  only  fair.     In  regard  to 

cooking  apples,  Bramleys  Seedlings  are  light  while  early  Victoria  and 
anes  Prince  Albert  are  fair.    Late  varieties  of  apples  thus  premise  to 
e  a  light  crop  in  England.    Pears  are  patchy  with  continued  dropping, 
ertility  promise  fair  to  good,  while  Conference,  Williams  and  Hessle 

are  a  light  crop  possibly  not  cu  ite  ffiir.    Plums  have  been  affected  by 

drought  and  are  light  to  fair  only. 

Canada 


3         .,The  co^ercial  apple  crop  of  Canada  on  July  1  was  estimated  at 
,W,o60  barrels  compared  with  2,810,600  barrels  produced  in  1927  or 
an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  according  to  the  July  report  of  the  Fruit 
branch  of  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture.     This  increase  re- 
flects the  heavy  crop  in  British  Columbia,  as  all  eastern  commercial 
districts  report  a  heavy  June  .drop  and  reduced  yields.     Early  apple 
varieties  such  as  Duchess  and  Wealthy  promise  to  be  good  crops  in 
-British  Columbia,  the  estimate  of  July  1  being  145,000  bushels  compared 
with  107,400  bushels  in  1927.     In  Ontario  pears  promise  a  light  crop 
^-a^ut  60  Per  cent        1927.     This  estimate  should  give  a  yield  of 
1^5,780  bushels  compared  with  211,300  bushels  last  year.     Bart  let ts 
are  exceptionally  light  while  Keiffers  are  good  in  all  districts* 
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The  following  table  gives  the  July  1928  estimate  of  the  com- 
mercial apple  crop  by  provinces,  with  figures  for  192?  for  comparison : 


Province  ;  1927  :  1928 

 .  :  :  July  estimate 

*  Barrels  :  Barrels 

British  Columbia  1,079,500  :  1,485,200 

Ontario   :  673,300  :  664,21.5 

^ebec   :  104^600  :  1C  1,000 

Sew  Brunswick  •  28,000  :  22,400 

ffova  Scotia  j  925,500  :  885,550, 

Total  Canada   :  2,810,600  :  5,157,560 
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condiM^-0?1^1311  COramercial  apple  crop  outlook  based  on  August  1 
last  ^°GTlndlCated  a  yield  of  2,938,970  barrels  or  4  per  cent  above 
DominL^Snt  ^8AU* ^barrels,  according  to  reports  from  the 
the              P!r      nt  of  Agriculture  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of 
the              01  Aericultural  Economics-    The  crop  is  only  93  per  cent  of 
are  simiV^  aVerage*  however.     Conditions  in  the  different  provinces 
Briti  h  Pi    £  th°Se  ln  corresponding  regions  of  the  United  States. 
™+o  r  i/°i'u?bXa  ln  the  west,  whose  e^orts  of  boxed  apples  will  com- 
pete m  the  English  n»rw  nr-s+v.  4.x   if.-  tt-.^-j 


Pacif 
good 


aee  and    f       «         r'*me  crops  in  the  eastern  provinces  are  below  aver- 
and  colo°    V^riable  quality.    Apples  generally  promise  to  be  of  good  size 
whilp      r*        aC*ies>  plums  and  grapes  are  reported  medium  to  heavy  crops 
Pears  are  heavy  ^  British  Columbia  and  light  in  Ontario. 

British  Columbia 

Cclumb-Pr0SneCtS  continue  favorable  for  a  good  crop  of  apples  in  British 
year  l^'     £•    present  estimate  of  an  increase  of  33  per  cent  over  last 
^        s  confirming  last  month1  %  estimate    which  due  to  an  error  reported 

o^fic^l^8  °f  38         °ent  instead  of  33  Per  cent»  according  to  the 
tion  w  t  rep0rt*    father  during  July  was  hot  but  an  abundance  of  irriga- 
A  slieht  i  T         irQf)0rtant  °^anagan  district  resulted  in  splendid  growth 
mav  *fT    ?-nj-ectlon  of  scab  appears  to  be  prevalent  in  all  districts  and 
y  aiiect  conditions  somewhat.     Color  is  reported  to  be  good. 

during  Julv^1^3  in  the  eastern  Provinces  were  generally  unfavorable 
New  Brunsw(cr^frUltRdv,in  decreased  estimates  with  the  exception  of 
the  estimat    f       T6  n°  chaIlge  Was  reported.     A  heavy  "June  drop"  reduced 
warm  Qr^  vT  a  Scotia.     In  Quebec  weather  conditions  were  wet  and 

of  scST    a  ^  adV6rse  effect  on         apple  crop  with  a  rapid  development 
durin-  JnW      tVy       P  311(1  unf  adorable  weather  were  reported  for  Ontario 
cror,  thlit  ^t  ln  thG  Province  as  a  whole  fall  varieties  indicate  a  good 
crop  while  wxnter  varieties  will  be  generally  light. 
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Latest  estimates  of  the  1928  crop, by  provinces,  together  with  the 
July  1928  estimates  and  final  figures  for  last  year  are  given  below. 


:  :  1928 

Province  :  1927        :         July       :  August 


:  Barrels  :  Barrels      :  Bprr?ls 

*  »  « 

British  Columbia  a/  :  1,079,500  :  1,436,880  :  1,436,880 

Ontario   »  673,500  :  664,210  :  533,780 

Quebec    104,600  :  101,000  J  79,940 

New  Brunswick  :  28,000  :  22,400:  22,400 

Nova  Scotia  :  925,500  :  886,550  :  965,970 

Total  Canada  :  2,811,100  1$/  3,111,040  :  2,938,970 


a/  The  original  estimates  in  terns  of  boxes  are  3,238,500  boxes  in  1927 
and  4,310,650  boxes  in  1928. 
b/  Corrected  estimate. 
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Continental  fruit  crop  prospects  have  suffered  some  further 
deterioration  from  the  continued  drought  during  the  latter  half  of 
July  and  the  first  half  of  August,  and  the  outlook  in  the  middle  of 
August  is  that  the  Continent  as  a  whole  may  have  a  small  crop,  at.  "best 
only  a  medium  crop,  of  both  apples  vand  pears*  according  to  a  report  to 
the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Acting 
Agricultural  Commissioner  L,  V.  Steere  at  Berlin.    Drought  damage  during 
the  past  month  has  been  mainly  in  the  southern  half  of  the  Continent, 
in  Southern  Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  Austria,  Switzerland,  Italy  and 
Yugoslavia,  where  the  previous  outlook  for  apples  had  been  quite  favor- 
able, but  where  reports  now  indicate  that  only  a  medium  outturn  is  to 
be  expected.     In  some  parts  of  Central  Germany  there  are  also  reports 
of  drought  damage.    For  the  balance  of  the  Continent,  the  northern  and 
western  regions,  there  has  been  little  ciiange  to  report,  indications 
still  being  for  a  small  to  medium  apple  crop  and  a  medium  or  slightly 
better  crop  of  pears. 

Prospects  for  United  States  Ex-ports  to  Continental  Europe 

Generally  speaking,  it  now  appears  that  Continental  supplies  of 
apples  will  be  smaller  than  last  year  and  that  the  supply  of  pears  will 
not  be  large  on  the  whole,  in  spite  of  fairly  favorable  prospects  in 
Central  and  Northern  Europe,    This  does  not  mean  that  the  Continent  will 
be  in  the  market  for  large  quantities  of  American  fruit  during  the  early 
part  of  the  season,  according  to  Mr*  Steere,  but  only  that  Continental 
consuming  centers  will  probably  be  open  for  American  shipments  somewhat 
earlier  in  the  winter  than  was  the  case  last  year,  when  markets  were  un- 
favorable until  after  the  first  of  the  new  year.    This  outlook  may  be 
somewhat  modified  by  later  developments,  as  Continental  crop  prospects 
are  unusually  variable  this  season  and  reports  are  still  conflicting. 
There  can  be  little  doubt,  however,  that  the  apple  crop  in  northern 
France,  Belgium,  Holland  and  most  of  Western  and  Northern  Germany  will 
be  much  smaller  than  last  year,  even  though  some  localities  in  central 
and  northern  Germany  have  a  fairly  good  set  of  fruit.    Details  of  crop 
conditions,  by  countries,  are  given  below. 

Germany 

Many  credible  reports  indicate  somewhat  unfavorable  development 
in  the  outlook  for  both  apples  and  pears  over  a  good  share  of  Germany 
during  the  latter  half  of  July  and  the  first  part  of  August  as  a  result  of 

a/  See  cable  statement  at  end  of  report. 
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continued  drought.    There  have  been  some  rains  during  this  period,  "but 
these  have  "brought  only  local  improvement  end  in  many  instances  have  been 
accompanied  by  storm  damage.    In  southern  Germany,  Which  is  especially 
important  from  a  commercial  standpoint,  rather  general  damage  from  the 
continued  heat  and  drought  is  reported.    There  has  been  considerable  fall 
of  young  fruit  and  the  development  of  the  crop  still  on  the  tree  has  now 
been  so  retarded  that  the  fruit  will  be  of  small  size  in  many  sections. 
Reports  from  the  Rhineland  also  indicate  unfavorable  development  during 
the  past  month.    Practically  all  indications  point  to  a  production  smaller 
than  medium  and  much  smaller  than  last  year,  when  the  apple  crop  was  very 
good. 

The  German  pear  crop  is  still  regarded  as  somewhat  better  than  the 
apple  crop  and  better  than  last  year,  when  pears  were  very  poor,  but  the 
yield  for  the  country  as  a  whole  promises  to  be  only  about  medium.  Pear 
prospects  are  fairly  satisfactory  in  parts  of  northern  and  central  Germany 
and  in  the  central  and  lower  Rhine  Valley,  but  not  so  good  in  other  parts. 

Czechoslovakia 

Czechoslovakia^  reports  indicate  that  both  apple  and  pear  prospects 
have  been  affected  by  the  continued  drought  of  the  past  month.     In  some 
parts  of  the  country  very  heavy  fall  is  reported  but  in  others  such  dam- 
age is  less  significant.     In  the  Elbe  Valley,  which  is  especially  import- 
ant from  the  standpoint  of  exports,  about  two- thirds  of  the  fruit  growing 
area  is  still  said  to  offer  promise  of  a  medium  to  good  crop  of  both 
apples  and  pears. 

Austria 

Considerable  recent  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  both  apples 
and  pears  is  indicated  by  reports  from  Austria.    The  outlook  has  been 
affected,  not  only  by  drought,  but  also  by  storms  which  have  caused  rather 
significant  falling  of  fruit  in  some  districts.    The  official  estimate  of 
crop  conditions  at  the  end  of  July  placed  table  apples  at  2.9  as  compared 
with  2,6  at  the  end  of  June,  and  table  pears  at  3*5  as  compared  with  3* 3* 
These  figures  indicate  more  favorable  prospects  for  apples  than  a  year 
ago,  but  last  year T s  apple  crop  in  Austria  was  poor. 

The  harvesting  of  early  oears  has  already  begun  in  Austria,  and 
it  is  stated  that  the  fruit  is  small  and  not  very  good  in  quality. 

Switzerland 

S~'iss  reports  agree  with  information  from  other  adjoining  regions 
in  confirming  deterioration  of  fruit  crop  prospects  during  the  past  month, 
There  has  been  considerable  fall  as  a  result  of  the  drought,  and  there  are 
indications  that  not  more  than  half  as  many  apples  as  last  year  will  be 
exported  from  Switzerland  during  the  coming  season.    The  Swiss  pear  crop 
is  reported  to  be  generally  poorer  than  the  apple  crop. 
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Yugoslavia 

Yugoslavian  reports  indicate  a  medium  to  good  apple  crop  this 
year,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  drought  conditions  have  prevailed  for 
many  weeks*     Considerable  damage  from  drought  is  reported,  "but  it  is 
also  indicated  that  rainfall  during  the  first  10  days  of  August  has 
"brought  improvement,  and  that  the  outturn  will  be  relatively  satis- 
factory with  favorable  weather  conditions  from  now  until  harvest.  Pros- 
pects are  said  to  be  especially  good  in  the  north-western  part  of  the 
country  in  sections  adjacent  to  Austria. 

Hungary 

Hungarian  official  estimates  indicate  a  poor  apple  crop,  but 
trade  reports  state  that  a  fair  outturn  may  be  expected  in  some  districts 
and  that  there  has  already  been  some  exportation.    It  seems  doubtful, 
however,  that  Hungarian  suoplies  will  play  any  significant  role  in  Conti- 
nental markets  this  year, 

France 

Detailed  information  on  the  French  apple  crop  is  still  lacking, 
but  all  available  reports  indicate  that  the  outturn  of  table  apples 
will  be  considerably  smaller  than  last  year.     The  cider  apple  crop  has 
been  estimated  by  the  Federation  of  Cider  Fruit  Producers  at  about  one- 
half  cf  last  year's  production. 

Holland 

No  change  over  previous  conditions  has  recently  been  reported 
for  Holland.     The  Dutch  apple  crop  is  described  as  poor  while  pears 
are  fair. 

Denmark 

An  apple  crop  of  medium  size  is  expected  in  Denmark,  but  pear 
prospects  are  reported  poor. 


Cabled  Notes  on  Continental  Apple  and  Pear  Crops 

A  cable  from  Mr.  Steere,  received  after  the  preparation  of  the 
above  renort,   states  that  Continental  apple  prospects  showed  some  fur- 
ther deterioration  in  August,  especially,  as  a  result  of  drought,  in 
the  southern  regions.    The  southern  districts  of  Germany  experienced 
a  heavy  drop  and  the  surplus  will  probably  be  small.     Central  and 
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northern  districts  report  improvement  and  a  good  set  in  some  districts 
was  noted  "by  Mr.  Steere*    Most  of  the  fruit  from  the  northern  and 
central  districts,  however,  will  "be  marketed  before  important  quanti- 
ties of  American  apples  arrive.    The  Swiss  apple  and  pear  crops  are 
officially  reported  to  be  much  below  last  year.    Recent  developments 
in  Austria  have  been  unfavorable  to  the  fruit  crops  and  rather  light 
crops  are  expected  in  Hungary,    Official  reports  from  Holland  continue 
to  point  toward  a  poor  apple  crop  but  pears  are  said  to  have  improved 
and  the  pear  crop  is  expected  to  be  moderate  to  fairly  good*  The 
first  arrivals  of  California  Gravensteins  found  a  good  market  in 
Hamburg  and  Copenhagen.    The  Crimean  (Russia)  apple  crop  is  reported 
through  trade  channels  to  be  about  25  per  cent  larger  than  last  year 
and  of  better  quality,  but  these  reports  are  regarded  by  Mir.  Steere 
as  uncertain. 
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SEPTEMBER  1  PROSPECTS  FOB  THE  FRUIT  CROPS  OF  CANADA  AND  ENGLAND 


The  commercial  apple  crop  of  Canada  will  probably  be  somewhat 
above  that  of  1927  due  to  the  favorable  prospects  in  British  Columbia, 
bus  pear  production  is  expected  to  fall  below  that  of  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  reports  from  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture  received  in 
the  Foreign  Service  of  the  3ureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     The  English 
apple  crop  is  only  medium  compared  with  a  good  crop  last  year. 

Canada 

The  Canadian  commercial  apple  crop  outlook, based  on  conditions 
prevailing  September  1,  indicates  a  yield  of  2,965,000  barrels  compared 
with  2,811,000  in  1927,  cr  an  increase  of  5  per  cent  ever  last  year.  How- 
ever, the  crop  is  about  5  per  cent  below  the  5  year  average  of  1923-1927. 
Apples  generally  promise  to  be  cf  good  size  with  color  prospects  fair  to 
good.    British  Columbia  maintains  the  lead  with  a  heavy  crop  which  is  36 
per  cent  above  that  of  last  year  and  37  per  cent  above  the  five-year  aver- 
age.   In  the  Okanagan  District,   the  principal  producing  section  of  British 
Columbia,  high  temperat ures  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  August 
and  while  a  plentiful  supply  of  irrigation  water  maintained  splendid  growth, 
color  has  not  developed  to  the  extent  expected,  particularly  on  the  earlier 
varieties.    Apple  scab  is  only  slightly  in  evidence  in  British  Columbia. 

The  Eastern  Provinces  have  a  much  less  favorable  crop  outlook  and 
production  is  expected  to  be  22  par  cent  below  the  five_year  average. 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswicfc  re,  ort  very  little  scab  whil&  it  is  somewhat 
prevalent  in  many  districts  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.     V/eather  conditions  have 
not  oeen  favorable  for  good  development  in  the  eastern  sections.  Nova 
Scotia  reports  a  slignt  reduction  in  the  crop  estimate  compared  with  that 
of  last  month.     In  Ontario  and  Quebec  slight  increases  are  reported  while 
the  estimate  for  New  Brunswick  remains  unchanged.    Latest  estimates  of  the 
1925  crop,  by  provinces,  together  with  the  July  and  August  1928  estimates 
and  final  figures  for  last  year  are  given  on  page  2. 

The  combined  commercial  pear  cro})  of  British  Columbia  and  Ontario 
indicates  a  yield  of  190,160  bushels  compared  with  257,108  bushels  in 
i927,  or  a  decrease  of  26  per  cent.     The  Ontario  crop  is  estimated  at  60 
per  cent,  or  126,780  bushels,  and  Bra ti sh  Columbia  at  63,360  bushels,  or 


138  per  cent  of  1927.    Peaches  are  .veil  above  last  year  in  both  British 
Columbia  and  Ontario  and  the  quality  is  reported  as  generally  good.  Plums, 
prunes  and  grapes  are  also  in  favorable  condition  and  production  is  expect- 
ed to  be  well  above  last  year. 

CANADA;    Apple  production  by  provinces,  1927  and  1928 


;  1928 

Province 

:  1927 

;  July 

;  August 

:  September 

:  Barrels 

Barrels 

:  Barrels 

;  Barrels 

British  Columbia   

;   1,079,500  : 
;       673,500  . 
:       104,600  : 
;        28,000  : 
925,500  : 

1,436,680  • 
664,210  : 
101,000  : 
22,400  : 
886,550  : 

1,436,880 
553,780 
79,940  ■ 
22,400  i 
865.970  : 

.  1,462,360 
:  550,890 
82,570 
:  22,400 
846.820 

Hew  Brunswick   

2,811,100  : 

3,111,040  : 

2,938,970  ; 

2,965,060 

England 

The  apple  crop  of  England  is  variable  but  on  the  whole  is  not  above 
medium,  according  to  the  September  3  report  of  the  British  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture.    The  fruit  is  clean  and  of  good  color  and  though  small  in  many 
places  was  swelling  rapidly.    Of  the  dessert  fruits,  Allington  Pippin  and 
Cox's  Orange  Pippin  were  light  to  fair  and  Blenheim  Grange  fair  to  good. 
Cooking  apples  were  fair  to  average,  Lord  Dervy  fair;  Lane's  Prince  Albert 
and  ITewton  'Yonder  light;  Bramley' s  Seedling  light  generally  but  average  in 
places.     Cider  apples  were  small  but  of  good  quality  with  the  crop  light  to 
moderate  generally.    Pears  appeared  light  to  fair  with  Williams,  Conference 
and  Louise  Bonne  of  Jersey  generally  fair.    Plums  are  fair  but  of  good  qual- 
ity.   Gages  are  light  and  Damsons  poor  generally. 
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EUROPEAN  APPLE  AjjD  PEAR  CBQg  SMALLER  THAI'  LAST  YEAR 

Recent  reports  from  Continental  producing  districts  and  consuming 
centers  indicate  clearly  that  markets  in  Northern  Europe  will  be  consid- 
erably more  dependent  upon  overseas  fruit  this  winter  than  they  were  last 
year  and  should  also  open  up  fcr  American  shipments  several  weeks  earlier 
than  last  season,  according  to  a  report  to  the  Foreign  Service  cf  the  Bur- 
eau of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Agricultural  Commissioner  L.V.Steere  at 
Berlin.    The  Cont inental.  apple  and  pear  crops,  already  less  premising  than 
those  of  a  year  ago,  have  suffered  some  further  deterioration  in  the  past 
month  and  at  the  end  of  September  gave  definite  indications  of  being  rel- 
atively small.    The  quality  of  the  fruit  leaves  much  to  be  desired  and  much 
of  the  stock  is  wormy.    Pears  will  probably  be  somewhat  more  abundant  than 
apples,  with  the  best  yields  occurring  in  Czechoslovakia  and  the  northern 
half  of  Germany  close  to  the  consuming  centers,  but  they  should  exert  no 
serious  pressure  on  the  apple  market  for  any  length  of  time.    Demand  is 
generally  good  and  prices  are  firm  or  tending  to  rise  in  most  markets. 
American  apples  are  finding  a  good  market  with  increasing  prices  in  Gajnasy 
and  reports  from  Copenhagen  indicate  firm  prices,  notwithstanding  increased. 
European  arrivals.    Latest  reports  on  the  condition  of  the  English  crop,  to- 
gether with  conditions  in  Canada,  were  published  in  Foreign  Service  release 
F-68. 


Competition  from  Continental  surplus  producers 

Supplies  from  the  surplus  producing  countries  of  Europe  are  expected 
to  be  'jell  below  those  of  last  year  with  few  exceptions.     Incoming  reports 
from  southern  Germany  are  now  nearly  all  pessimistic,  rerorts  Mr.  Steere. 
Unusually  heavy  falling  as  a  result  of  drought  has  seriously  reduced  the 
crop  of  this  region.    Apples  will  be  only  a  light  crop.    In  Switzerland 
official  estimates  indicate  a  commercial  apple  crop  only  about  two-thirds 
as  large  as  last  year  when  production,  however,  was  very  good.    The  official 
estinate  of  the  commercial  fruit  crop  in  Switzerland  as  of  September  1  was 
as  follows: 


5W I2ZEELAED :     Commercial  fruit  crop  estimates,  1927  and  1S2S 


1927  1926 

Carloads  Carloads 

Early  cider  pears              3,555  1,800 

Late  cider  pears                4,523  900 

Cider  apples                       4,051  2,900 

Early  table  apples             \,\nl  7$0 

Late  table  apples               3,627  2,450 
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The  market  is  reported  still  quiet  but  favorable  for  table  fruit. 
Deterioration  has  further  reduced  prospects  in  Austria  and  a  table  crop 
only  slightly  larger  than  last  year's  poor  yield  is  now  expected.  Dutch 
and  Belgian  reports  are  even  less  favorable  than  heretofore,  and  it  is 
possible  that  both  countries  will  import  more  apples  than  they  export  this 
year.    Finland  has  a  very  poor  apple  crop  and  elsewhere  in  Scandinavia  the 
prospects  are  not  very  good,  at  best  not  more  than  a  medium  outturn  in  the 
best  districts.    Yugoslavia  will  have  some  fruit  to  export  this  year,  per- 
haps quite  a  lot,  but  recent  reports  indicate  deterioration  in  the  crop. 

There  is  some  prospect  of  increased  supplies  of  Russian  apples  from 
Crimea,    The  crop  is  reported  to  be  from  25  to  50  per  cent  larger  than  last 
year,  and  it  is  said  that  great  efforts  will  be  made  to  increase  exports  to 
western  European  markets.    No  serious  competition  from  this  source  seems 
likely,  however,  even  though  some  Russian  apples  are  already  reported  on  the 
market.    Rumania  is  also  said  to  have  a  fairly  good  crop  in  Bessarabia,  in 
which  event  some  shipments  should  be  expected  from  this  region,  but  Rumanian 
fruit  has  never  yet  been  a  serious  factor  on  Continental  markets.    Italy  may 
export  three  times  as  much  fruit  as  last  year  when  the  crop  was  small,  al- 
though the  crop  has  suffered  from  drought.    Private  estimates  place  the  crop 
in  the  Tyrol  at  one-third  to  one-half  of  a  full  crop;  the  quality  is  report- 
ed below  that  of  last  year,  however,  with  prices  about  the  same.  Styria 
reports  a  good  yield  with  increasing  prices.    Czechoslovakia  will  probably 
be  the  most  important  Continental  source  of  supply  as  the  crop  is  better 
than  in  other  countries,  although  below  normal.    Here,  too,  there  has  been 
some  deterioration,  however,  and  the  market  is  firm  for  good  quality. 

Cider  apple  and  pear  crops  are  reported  short  in  all  the  countries 
important  for  such  fruit,  mainly  France,  Switzerland,  Austria  and  southern 
Germany,  and  markets  for  these  fruits  are  very  firm. 

The  i-2rket  situation  in  importing  regions 

The  market  outlook  for  American  apples  continues  to  improve,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Steere's  cabled  report  the  beginning  of  October.    Germany  is  de- 
manding good  stock  and  American  apples  are  finding  a  good  market  at  increased 
prices  in  both  Germany  and  Copenhagen.    Some  trade  reports  indicate  that 
early  November  may  bring  volume  demand  for  American  fruit  in  western  Germany, 
but  shippers  are  advised  strongly  against  overloading  the  market. 

Supplies  of  early  apples  on  Continental  markets  have  so  far  been 
rather  light,  with  imports  from  southern  Ilurope  running  behind  last  year's 
-igures  and  the  domestic  crop  movement  getting  under  way  only  since  the 
first  of  Sept ember.     This  fact  probably  accounts  to  a  considerable  extent 
for  the  favorable  reception  accorded  arrivals  of  American  Gravensteins  in 
August  at  both  Hamburg  and  Copenhagen.    The  outlook  for  American  apples 
this  winter  seems  generally  favorable.     The  northern  markets  will  probably 
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take  more  fruit  than  usual  right  from  the  first,  "but  will  not  pay  high 
prices  for  large  quantities  before  the  domestic  crop,  even  though  it  is 
not  large,  is  out  of  the  way.    As  already  stated,  seme  reports  indicate 
that  November  may  bring  volume  demand  for  American  fruit.    This  is  based 
on  the  prediction  of  good  demand  for  the  domestic  crop, which  is  of  better 
quality  than  last  year, and  on  the  fact  that  economic  conditions  still 
remain  relatively  favorable. 

Germany 

There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the  commercial  apple  crop  in 
Germany  this  year  T.7ill  be  much  smaller  than  in  1927,  even  though  some 
districts  in  central  and  northern  Germany  are  now  reported  to  have  fair- 
ly good  crops  on  the  trees.    The  continued  deterioration  in  prospects  in 
the  important  southern  commercial  districts  around  Lake  Constance  and  in 
southwestern  Germany  much  more  than  offset  the  discovery  of  more  fruit 
elsewhere. 

The  general  level  of  prices  for  domestic  apples  this  year  is 
somewhat  higher  than  a  year  ago,  but  much  domestic  fruit  is  proving  un- 
satisfactory.   The  German  fruit  trade  is  expecting  considerably  larger 
quantities  of  Russian  apples  on  local  markets  than  uas  the  case  last 
year,  and  some  early  Crimean  arrivals  realized  as  high  as  $3-99  (11-15.75) 
per  box  at  Hamburg  early  in  September.    Arrivals  of  Russian  fruit  have 
been  of  good  quality  but  sizes  have  run  small.    A  few  Crimean  pears  have 
also  reached  Hamburg,  but  not  in  shape  for  further  shipment.    Press  re- 
ports state  that  a  German  firm  in  Konigsberg  (Zast  Prussia)  has  bought  70 
carloads  of  Russian  apples. 

Denmark 

Zarly  season  market  reports  from  Copenhagen  uere  favorable  from 
the  standpoint  of  prospective  demand  for  American  apples  this  winter. 
Barly  arrivals  of  American  apples  met  with  good  demand  and  prices  the  end 
of  September  remained  firm  in  spite  of  increased  European  arrivals. 
Gravensteins  brought  up  to  S4.32  (Kr.15)  the  week  of  August  25  and  §3«89 
(Kr.13.50)  the  week  of  September  8.    Subsequent  arrivals  of  barreled  stock 
have  also  met  with  good  demand  in  spite  of  poor  color. 


0 


Urt         ,  SI 


?.s. 

F-70 


UNITE  J  STATES  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 


FCEEIGN  HEWS  ON  FHJIT 


October  27,  1928 


0CT03ER  1  PROSPECTS  FOB  THE  EEUIT  CROPS  OF  CAKADA  AITD  ESGLAKD 


The  condition  of  the  English  apple  crop  remains  slightly  below 
average  compared  with  a  good  crop  last  year,  according  to  the  official 
government  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics.     Thi.s  should  result  in  an  increase  in  demand  for 
North  American  fruit  as  the  condition  of  continental  crops  is  also  below 
that  of  last  year.    The  commercial  apple  crop  of  Canada,  which  competes 
with  United  States  apples  in  the  English  market,  is  definitely  reported 
to  be  slightly  above  the  crop  of  1927  but  below  the  1923-1927  average, 
according  to  reports  from  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agriculture.  Con- 
ditions within  the  country  are  similar  to  those  in  the  United  States. 
The  Pacific  box  apple  districts  report  crops  well  above  last  year  while 
in  the  Eastern  districts  prospects  are  unfavorable.    The  grape  crop  of 
Ontario  promises  to  be  50  per  cent  heavier  than  in  1927, 

Canada 

October  1  conditions, which  are  the  last  to  be  reported  for  the 
192S  season,  confirm  previous  estimates  of  a  commercial  apple  crop  be- 
low last  year  and  indicate  a  production  of  2,958,360  barrels  against 
2,811,100  barrels  in  1927.     This  estimate  is  2  per  cent  below  the  Sept- 
ember estimate  but  is  a  5  per  cent  increase  over  the  final  estimate  a 
year  ago  and  a  5  per  cent  dacrease  witen  oocpared  with  the  .five  year 
average  for  1923-1927.    The  quality  of  the  crop  in  most  sections  is  up 
to  average  with  the  possible  exception  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  where  scab 
is  causing  a  high  percentage  of  low  grades  to  be  packed  out.     Color  is 
above  average  in  most  provinces  except  British  Columbia  and  -ven  in  that 
province  late  varieties  promise  to  equal  the  standard  of  other  seasons. 

The  major  portion  of  the  crop  is  to  be  found  in  British  Columbia. 
Although  a  slight  reduction  in  the  apple  estimate  is  reported  from  Van- 
couver Island  and  the  Lower  Mainland  Districts,  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
change  early  estimates  for  the  province  to  any  appreciable  extent  as  the 
main  crop  is  produced  in  the  Okanagan  Valley  where  early  estimates  are 
maintained.    Late  reports  indicate  a  commercial  crop  of  4,378,970  boxes 
for  the  province  compared  with  3,238,500  boxes  in  1927,  an  increase  of 
approximately  55  per  cent.     Color  is  fair  although  not  as  good  as  a  year 
ago,  while  size  is  average.    The  quality  is  only  fair  due  to  insect  injury 
and  scab  in  some  districts. 
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Conditions  in  the  Eastern  Provinces  have  resulted  in  crops  mostly 
below  average.    Ontario  reports  practically  no  change  from  the  September 
estimate  ,  the  crop  being  about  19  per  cent  below  that  cf  1927.  Fruit 
sized  exceedingly  -.veil  and  color  \7as  reported  good  cr  above  average  in 
most  districts.     The  quality  is  only  fair,  however,  due  to  the  prevalence 
of  scab  and  a  heavy  pack  of  the  lower  grades  is  expected.    Conditions  in 
Quebec  during  the  packing  season  show  a  decrease  of  about  18  per  cent 
compared  with  last  year.     Color  is  exceptionally  good  but  scab  is  quite 
prevalent  and  has  rendered  the  quality  only  fair.    The  October  estimate 
for  New  Brunswick  confirms  the  Septenier  estimate  of  a  reduction  cf  2C 
per  cent  on  last  year's  crop.    Quality  is  variable  because  of  scab.  The 
crop  of  Nova  Scotia  is  8  per  cent  below  that  of  last  year  and  is  packing 
out  better  than  at  first  expected  mainly  on  account  of  the  above  average 
size  of  the  fruit.    Color  is  good  and  considerably  better  than  during  the 
past  two  seasons  and  quality  is  generally  fair  to  good. 

Latest  estimates  of  the  1928  crop  by  provinces,  together  with 
earlier  1928  estimates  and  final  figures  for  1927  are  given  belov;. 


CANADA:    Apple  production  by  provinces,  1927  and  1928 


Province 

:  1927 

:  1926 

July 

August 

:  September 

:  October 

British  Columbia 

:  Barrels 

:  1,079,500 
673,500  : 
104,600  : 
28,000  : 

 925.500  : 

2,811,100  : 

:  Barrels 

.  1,436,860 
664,210 
101,000  : 
22,400  ; 
886,550  : 

:  Barrels 

:  1,436,680 
:  553,760 
:         79,940  • 
22,400  : 
865,970  ; 

:  Barrels 

.  1,462,380 
:  550,890 
:        62,570  • 
22,400  : 
646,820  ; 

:  Barrels 

1,459,650 
:  543,970 
65,520 
22,400 
846,820 

Quebec  .  ^  

New  Brunswick  . . « 
ITova  Sect ia 

Sotal  Canada  . : 

3,111,040  : 

2,938,970  : 

2,965,060  : 

2,958,360 

Sagland 

The  report  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  the  beginning  of  October 
states  that  of  dessert  varieties  of  apples  Cox's  Orange  Pippins  are  fair 
to  good  and  Blenheim  Orange  good.     The  size  of  culinary  apples  is  below 
normal  but  the  fruits  are  clear,  well  colored  and  of  good  quality.  Crops 
are  good  in  places  but  are  generally  average  or  a  little  under.  Bramley's 
Seedlings  are  light  to  fair;  Lanes  Prince  Albertsand  Ilewton's  Wonders  fair 
to  very  fair.     Cider  apples  show  a  light  to  moderate  crop  generally,  the 
fruit  is  small  but  well  colored  and  of  good  vintage  quality.     The  pear 
crop  is  fair  generally  with  clean  fruit  of  good  quality.     Conferences  are 
fair  to  good,  Doyenne  du  Cornices  fair.     Perry  pears  are  a  very  fair  crcp. 
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FOREIGN  EEVv'S  ON  FRUIT 


coi:tii:ektal  European  ^pple  Market  outlook 


The  general  market  outlook  for  United  States  apples  in  Continental 
Europe  the  end  of  October  continued  very  favorable  but  large  shipments 
now  arriving  mean  lower  prices  according  to  a  cable  to  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Agricultural  Commissioner 
L.  V,  Steers  at  Berlin.    The  market  for  American  boxes  and  barrels  in 
Germany,  which  has  been  very  active,  weakened  slightly  under  increased 
supplies  the  last  week  of  October  and  further  decreases  are  expected 
with  the  arrival  of  large  shipments  afloat  to  Hamburg  and  Rotterdam. 
Strikes  which  hindered  the  discharge  of  the  cargo  of  the  3allin  helped 
to  some  extent  to  sustain  the  German  market  as  compared  with  the  English. 
The  prices  of  Continental  fruit  in  the  German  market  also  weakened  under 
somewhat  large  supplies  but  the  level  is  still  high.     Storage  is  reported 
to  be  increasing  but  is  undoubtedly  below  last  year. 

The  demand  in  Denmark  has  weakened  but  is  still  fair.  Conditions 
in  the  producing  markets  of  Switzerland  are.  quieter  and  prices  slightly 
lower  but  the  crop  is.  mostly  sold.     The  Tyrol  markets  are  active  and 
firm,  the  surplus  is  reported  small  and  is  oeing  consumed  largely  in 
Italy.    A  detailed  report  on  the  Continental  markets  the  middle  of  October 
which  was  mailed  to  the  Department  by  Mr.  Steere,  October  18.,  describes 
conditions  as  follows: 

The  movement  of  the  Continental  apple  crop  was  in  full  swing  the 
middle  of  October,  but  contrary  to  the  usual  situation  at  that  time  of 
the  season,  the  market  reflected  little  pressure.     Shipments  were  running 
much  smaller  than  last  year  and  the  price  situation  was  decidedly  strong, 
especially  in  the  shipping  districts.     Continental  buyers  have  been  very 
active  in  all  markets  since  the  first  of  October  and  crices  at  shipping 
points  were  forced  sharply  upward.    Any  doubts  as  to  the  relative  short- 
ness of  this  years  Continental  apple  supply  have  now  been  entirely  re- 
moved and  the  market  outlook  for  American  fruit,  therefore,  is  very 
favorable.    The  unusually  large  quantity  of  early  season  arrivals  from 
the  United  States  have  met  with  good  demand  and  American  fruit  should 
continue  to  move  into  consumption  in  large  quantities. 

Reports  of  active  dealer  buying  in  Continental  producing  dis- 
tricts with  the  consequent  forcing  up  of  prices  indicated  special  interest 
of  dealers  in  varieties  suitable  for  storing.     It  is  not  believed, 
however,  that  the  quantity  of  European  stock  actually  stored  will  exert 
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much  pressure  on  the  market  later  on  as  there  is  certainly  not  available 
a  large  quantity  of  fruit  suitable  for  storage.    Trade  reports  state 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  Continental  crop  will  have  been  moved  before 
the  middle  of  November.    The  presence  of  French  buyers  in  southern 
European  producing  sections  has  been  of  special  interest  this  season. 

The  question  of  current  and  potential  competition  from  Russian 
apples  again  comes  up  with  the  arrival  on"  many  western  European  markets 
of  fruit  from  this  source.    Relatively  large  shipments  of  Crimean  apples, 
and  also  pears,  have  already  been  sold  in  Germany,  France  and  in  the 
Scandinavian  countries,  and  total  arrivals  this  season  will  probably  be 
considerably  larger  than  last  year,  although  in  the  aggregate  not  a 
quantity  likely  to  exert  any  serious  pressure  on  the  general  price  level. 
Trade  reports  state  that  the  quality  and  color  of  this  year's  Russian 
fruit  is  good  and  that  prices  realized  so  far  have  been  satisfactory. 

Germany 

German  apple  markets  were  very  active  during  the  closing  days  of 
September  and  the  first  half  of  October.    Prices  held  up  remarkably  well 
and  declined  only  slightly  around  the  middle  of  the  month,  although  the 
movement  of  the  domestic  crop  was  at  its  height.     Interest  has  been 
exhibited  in  storing  apples  for  winter  consumption  but  some  members  of 
the  Berlin  fruit  trade  express  doubt  that  more  than  1,500  tons  of  apples 
will  be  stored  in  barges  on  the  Spree  river  in  Berlin  for  winter 
consumption- 

The  German  market  has  already  received  relatively  large  shipments 
of  American  apples,  largely  boxed  stock,  all  of  which  have  met  with  good 
demand.    Except  for  the  early  shipments  of  Gr^ensteins  which  reached 
the  market  before  the  domestic  season  had  raally     started,  this  favorable 
market  situation  must  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  unusually  short 
Continental  supplies,  reports  Mr.  Steere,  and  must  be  looked  upon  as 
exceptional.     In  an  ordinary  year  prices  realized  would  probably  be  very 
unsatisfactory  at  this  time  of  the  season.    American  arrivals  have  also 
been  favored  by  their  very  satisfactory  condition  on  coming  out  of  the 
ship. 

Hamburg  importers  are  expecting  supplies?  of  Russian  apples  to 
approach  100,000  boxes  this  season,    arrivals  so  far  received  have  been 
only  a  small  fraction  of  this  amount,  however,  and  have  been  largely 
Gold  Permains  and  a  variety  called  "Xandil". 

Denmark 

Denmark  and  other  Scandinavian  countries  have  small  apple  crops 
this  year  and  will  be  largely  dependent  upon  imported  supplies.  For 
the  first  few  weeks  of  the  season  American  apples  had  the  Copenhagen 
market  largely  to  themselves,  as  early  shipments  from  Continental  sources 
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were  unus'ually  short.    Arrivals  of  European  origin  increased  the  middle 
of  October  but  demand  for  American  fruit  of  sound,  attractive  grade  con- 
tinues good,    arrivals  of  boxed  Jonathans  have  met  with  an  excellent 
demand ■ 

Sv.'i  tzerlar.d 

Keen  buying  by  both  domestic  and  foreign  delaers  took  place  in 
Switzerland  during  October,  Germans  beings  especially  active.  Shipping 
point  prices  were  pushed  up  to  a  comparative  high  level,  prices  paid 
to  farmers  ranging  from  §2.19  to  ^5.25    per  100  pounds  (25  to  60  fr. 
per  100  kgs.)  the  early  part  of  October*    An  unusual  development  has 
been  the  export  of  apples  to  France. 

Austria 

Reports  from  .Austria  state  that  both  apples  and  pears  have  turned 
out  poorer  than  expected.    The  table  apple  crop  will  only  be  about  as 
large  as  last  year's  small  yield  and  the  table  pear  crop  is  also  poor. 
Even  in  the  principal  export  district,  Styria,  the  apple  crop  is  now 
reported  below  average,  although  prospects  in  the  middle  of  the  summer 
were  highly  favorable.    Shipping  point  prices  also  increased  sharply 
here,  as  a  result  of  keen  dealer  competition,  ranging  from  §2.42  to 
c3.51  per  100  pounds  (38  to  55  groschen  per  kg.). 

Czechoslovakia 

Prices  in  Czechoslovakia  were  reported  to  nave  advanced  con- 
siderably for  both  apples  and  pears  j.s  a  result  of  very  active  demand 
in  recent  weeks. 

Holland 

A  generally  brisk  tone  has  prevailed  in  the  Dutch  apple  markets 
and  American  stock,  both  boxed  and  barreled  has  been  meeting  with  a 
good  demand. 

Sweden 

A  private  report  from  Sweden  states  that  relatively  large 
quantities  of  p.ussian  apples  and  pears  arrived  in  Stockholm  during 
October  and  found  a  good  market.     Keeping  capacity,  color  urA  flavor  are 
reported  very  good,  as  a  result  of  which  the  trade  is  said  to  have 
shown  some  preference  for  Crimean  as  against  American  varieties. 
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THE  IMrEHIAL  FDJ1T  SHOT,  MAKC HECTEE 


Fcr  the  second  year  in  succession  the  Imperial  Fruit  Show  has  been 
held  at  Bellevue  Garders,  Manchester,  England,  this  year  coming  on  the 
dates  of  October  19  to  27,  reports  Mr.  Edwin  Smith,  Fruit  Specialist  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Europe.     This  is  earlier 
than  it  has  been  held,  in  previous  years  and,  although  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  exhibits  was  better  than  any  made  in  previous  years,  it  was 
noticeable  that  certain  sections  suffered  through  the  earlier  date. 
Particularly  is  this  true  in  connection  with  certain  varieties  of  apples 
sach  as  Delicious  grown  in  British  Columbia,  which  had  to  be  harvested 
before  the  last  week  in  September  to  ensure  their  arriving  in  ample  time 
for  the  show. 

The  two  outstanding  features  of  this  year's  exhibition  may  be  cited 
as  the  splendid  exhibit  of  English-grown  fruit  and  the  excellency  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Empire  Marketing  3oard  carried  their  message  of  buying 
Empire  foods  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  according  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Engl  ish-g,rov.'n  apples 

More  English  apples  v;ere  exhibited  in  boxes  than  has  ever  been  the 
case  in  previous  years.    This,  together  with  the  mass  effect  of  the  exhibit 

of  home-grown  fruit,  gave  a  decided  impression  as  to  the  importance  of  this 
section  of  the  show.     Outstanding  among  the  English  exhibits  was  the  dis- 
play.- of  Bramley's  Seedlings,  which  variety  is  a  cooking  apple  par  excellence 
and  is  one  of  the  best  commercial  varieties  grown  in  English  orchards.  Hot 

only  did  the  extensive  sunshine  of  the  post  summer  give  English  fruit  a  very 
attractive  finish,  but  it  must  be  equally  true  that  English  growers  are 
giving  more  attention  to  pest  control,  since  exhibition  fruit  this  year 
showed  fewer  blemishes  from  disease  and  insect  injury  th^n  has  ever  before 
been  observed,  possibly  during  the  history  of  English  fruit  growing. 

Another  section  of  the  Fruit  Show  whioh  was  b  special  attraction  to 
English  fruit  growers  was  the  packing  demonstration  of  the  Ministry  of/Ag- 
riculture and  Fisheries.     In  this  section  a  grc-der  was  kept  in  operation 
at  statet   intervals  during  the  day  and  girls  packed  English  apples  in  boxes 
as  they  were  sorted  and  sized  over  the  machine.    This  exhibit  called  more 
attention  to  the  nation. 1  grades  and  national  mark  which  have  been  promoted 
by  the  Ministry  during  the  past  season. 
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Ire  .imiiire  I  la  rating  3oard 

An  entire  building  was  devoted  to  in  exhibition  of  the  Empire  Mar- 
keting 3oard,  featuring  fruit  from  Great  3ritain  ana  all  of  the  Lcminions. 
In  this  section  the  home-grown  fruit  did  not  hold  the  eye  as  did  that  from 
the  ^Dominions,    ""hile  Canada  with  its  fine  exhibit  occupied  a  prominent 
position  in  this  pavilion,  apples  were  also  exhibited  from  last  year's 
crops  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia. 

The  artists  of  the  Empire  Marketing  Board  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  manner  in  which  the  entire  exhibit  was  carried  out  and  there  is  no 

ouestion  that  it  must  malse  an  appeal  to  the  fruit  consumers  of  Great 
Britain,  who  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  the  show,  such  as  no  other 
piece  of  advertising  could  possible  make.' 

Ihe  only  feature  which  might  have  been  improved  upon  -ras  related 
to  the  date  of  the  show,  since  certain  varieties  from  3ritish  Columbia, 
especially  the  I'&Intosh  Red,  lelicious  and  Home  Beauty,  did  not  offer 
the  brilliancy  that  is  their  custom,  because,  with  the  small  exhibits  of 
these  varieties  present,  premature  picking  v/as  very  evident. 

Oving  to  the  fact  that  entries  from  the  participating  provinces 
of  Canada  were  not  satisfactory,  the  beautiful  challenge  cup. presented 
by  the  Agents  General  in  London  for  Tova  Scotia,  Quebec,  Ontario  and 
British  Columbia  was  not  awarded  this  year.     Last  year  the  trophy  was 
won  by  ITova  Gcotia  on  the  basis  of  points  woe  on  all  exhibits* 
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MARKING  ORDER  RECO- AMENDED  FOR  CURRANTS.  SULTANAS  AND  RAISINS 
IMPORTED  INTO  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM 


A  mark  or  label  indicating  the  source  of  origin  of  all  currants, 
sultanas  and  raisins  imported  into  the  British  market  will  be  required 
within  a  few  months  if  the  recent  (November  9)  recommendations  for  an 
Order  in  Council  to  that  effect  are  passed  upon  favorably  by  Parliament, 
according  to  notices  published  in  the  "Grower  and  Oil  Trade  Review", 
London.    The  draft  of  the  Order  has  been  laid  before  Parliament  and  if 
neither  House  presents  an  objection  to  His  Majesty  within  28  days,  as 
provided  for  in  Section  7  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  of  1926,  an  Order 
in  Council  will  be  issued  making  the  recommendations  into  law.     It  is 
pointed  out  in  the  "Grocer",  however,  that  an  Address  to  His  Majesty  with 
a  view  to  having  a  draft  Order  set  aside  is  seldom  made  in  cases  where  it 
is  laid  before  Parliament  by  a  Government  Department  in  pursuance  of 
powers  granted  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

This  proposed  legislation,  which  is  designed  to  promote  the  con- 
sumption of  Empire  grown  raisins  and  currants,  is  of  particular  interest 
to  American  raisin  producers  and  exporters  as  the  United  Kingdom  since 
the  war  has  become  the  principal  foreign  market  for  our  raisins.     In  the 
fiscal  year  1927-28  that  market  took  70,034,000  pounds  of  American  raisins, 
or  approximately  36  per  cent  of  our  total  exports. 

Imports  from  United  States  and  Empire  sources  increase 

There  has  been  a  marked  shift  since  the  war  in  the  sources  of  sup- 
ply from  which  the  United  Kingdom  imports  raisins.     Spain  and  Turkey 
furnished  about  86  per  cent  of  the  British  imports  during  the  period  1910- 
1914,  while  the  United  States  supplied  only  a  little  more  than  1  per  cent 
and  Australia  less  than  1  per  cent.     In  1927  the  United  States  accounted 
for  33  per  cent  and  Australia  37  per  cent  of  the  British  imports,  while 
the  share  of  Spain  and  Turkey  had  fallen  to  25  per  cent.    The  shift  in  the 
sources  of  currant  imports  has  not  been  so  great,  but  it  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  Greece  supplies  only  about  90  per  cent  of  the  British  imports  at 
present  compared  with  almost  100  per  cent  before  the  war.    Australia  now 
furnishes  most  of  the  remaining  10  per  cent. 
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The  increasing  percentage  of  the  British  raisin  and  currant  imports 
furnished  by  Empire  sources  as  a  whole  is  of  particular  interest  in  this 
connection.    In  the  past  five  years  Empire  sources,  principally  Australia 
anc  British  South  Africa,  accounted  for  about  one-third  of  the  total  im- 
ports of  raisins  into  Great  Britain,  and  about  10  per  cent  of  the  currants. 
Before  the  war  the  share  of  these  countries  in  this  trade  was  negligible. 
See  table,  page  4. 

Preference  given  Empire  raisins  and  currants 

An  important  factor  contributing  to  the  rapid  development  of  the 
raisin  and  currant  industry  in  the  two  chief  Empire  sources  of  supply, 
Australia  and  South  Africa,  has  been  the  preferential  treatment  accorded 
supplies  from  those  sources  on  importation  into  the  British  market.  Raisins 
and  currants  have  been  classed  as  dutiable  articles  on  importation  into  the 
United  Kingdom  for  many  years.    In  1919  a  preferential  rebate  of  one-sixth 
of  the  existing  duty  of  $2*26  per  100  pounds  was  granted  to  Empire  supplies. 
In  1924  the  general  duty  on  raisins  was  reduced  to  $1.52  per  100  pounds,  thus 
automatically  decreasing  the  value  of  the  preference,  but  in  1925,  all  duty 
on  Empire  grown  raisins  was  removed.    The  general  duty  on  currants  in  1919 
was  43  cents  per  100  pounds,  and  the  preferential  rebate  was  one-sixth  of  the 
duty.    In  1925  the  duty  on  Empire  currants  was  removed. 

Provisions  of  the  pro-posed  marking  order 

The  Merchandise  Sharks  Act,  1926,  specifies  that  in  all  cases  where  it 
is  deemed  desirable  by  the  "Department"  a/,  imported  merchandise  may  be  re- 
quired to  bear  a  mark  clearly  showing  the  country  of  origin  at  the  time  of 
importation,  at  the  time  of  sale  and  at  the  time  of  exposure  for  sale.  The 
"Department"  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  this  Act  has  accordingly 
recommended  that  an  Order  in  Council  be  issued  to  that  effect  on  currants, 
sultanas  and  raisins. 

The  proposed  Order  now  before  Parliament  provides  that  currants, 
sultanas  and  raisins  cannot  be  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom,  nor  be  sold 
or  exposed  for  sale,  unless  they  bear  an  indication  of  origin.    This  indi- 

a/  The  liinister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  acting  jointly, 
are  referred  to  in  the  Merchandise  i^rks  Act  as  the  "Department". 
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cation  of  origin  must  be  marked  indelibly  and  in  a  conspicuous  manner  as 
follows : 

(1)  On  importation,  on  exposure  for  sale  wholesale  and  on  sale  whole- 

sale, by  means  of  printing,  stenciling,  stamping  or  branding  on 
each  outer  container,  or  on  a  label  securely  attached  thereto, 
in  letters  not  less  than  half  an  inch  in  height. 

(2)  On  exposure  for  sale  by  retail  - 

(a)  in  the  case  of  currants,  sultanas  or  raisins  not  prepacked 

for  sale  by  retail  either  on  the  premises  -where  they  are 
exposed  for  sale  or  otherwise,  by  means  of  a  show  ticket 
clearly  visible  to  intending  purchasers,  bearing  the  in- 
dication of  origin  in  letters  not  less  than  half  an  inch 
in  height; 

(b)  in  the  case  of  currants,  sultanas  or  raisins  prepacked  for 

sale  by  retail,  except  as  provided  in  paragraph  3  (b)j 
by  means  of  printing  on  or  printed  labels  affixed  to  each 
package  bearing  the  indication  of  origin  in  plain  block 
letters  not  less  than  one-twelfth  of  an  inch  in  height 
when  the  greatest  dimension  of  the  package  does  not  exceed 
six  inches,  and  not  less  than  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in 
height  when  the  greatest  dimension  of  the  package  exceeds 
six  inches.  • 

(3)  Nothing  in  this  part  of  this  Order  shall  require  imported  currants, 

sultanas,  or  raisins  to  bear  an  indication  of  origin; 

(a)  On  importations  of  samples  not  exceeding  one  pound  in  weight; 

(b )  On  exposure  for  sale  by  retail  in  packages  made  up  for  sale 

on  the  premises  of  a  retailer;  or 

(c)  On  sale  when  sold  in  quantities  not  exceeding  fourteen  pounds 

in  weight- 

(4)  The  provisions  of  this  Order  so  far  as  they  relate  to  marking  on 

importation  shall  come  into  force  at  the  expiration  of  four 
months  from  the  date  hereof  (November  9),  and  so  far  as  they 
relate  to  marking  on  exposure  for  sale  and  sale  at  the  expira- 
tion of  six  months  from  the  date  hereof* 


» 
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RAISINS  AND  CURRANT S :     Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom 


From  i  1910-14:      1923  :     1924     :     1925     :     1926     :  1927 


:  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :  1,000  :     1,000  ;  1,000 

:  pounds :  pounds :  pounds !  pounds :    pounds :  pounds 
Raisins:  :;•;:;: 

United  States  ..:  1,060:  22,319:  20,105:  41,092:    44,963:  59,297 

Spain   :  27,708:  16,350:  13,848:  20,062:     16,867;  19,900 

Greece  and  Crete:  4,220:  9,792:  13,012:  8,327;      8,910;  4,478 

Asiatic  Turkey  .:  36,183;  46,053;  29,905:  12,502:    31,035;  24,987 

Australia  :  588:  20,961:  42,183:  39,436:    24,466:  65,148 

South  Africa  ... :                :  4,922;  5y369i  4,087;      3,585:  3,201 

All  others  I  4.639:  6.122;  1.466:  766;         338:  3,668 

Totai  74,398''  126,519 :  130,888 :  126,272J  130,164:  180,679 


Currants :                :              :              :              :  .             :  : 

Greece   :  144,117:  160,979:  129,764:  115,540:  113,633;  a/ 

Australia  i                :     10,586:    20,511:     15,225;  16,962:  a/ 

All  others   :  39:         468;  62j  98;  136:  a/ 

Total             ;   144,156]  172,033;  150,337;  130,863*  130,731;  135,240 


Source:  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom,  a/  Statistics  not  yet 
available . 

EAISIH5;      Exports  from  the  United  States,  by  countries,  1921-1928 


Year  ended 

June  30 

Country 

1922  ; 

'  1923 

1924 

1925 

1926  1 

1927 

1  1928 

.  1,000: 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

;  p  ound  s : 

pounds 

:  pounds 

!  pounds 

'  pounds' 

pounds 

!  pounds 

United  Kingdom 

14,448: 

37,411 

20,607. 

-  23,675, 

i  43,185: 

:  49,991 

:  70,034 

Denmark   

192: 

2,775 

,  4,706 

:  3,802' 

:  2,107, 

1,994 

!  1,593 

Canada  1 

!  27,365: 

30,764: 

34,093 

:  38,040 

:  32,914, 

!  37,400 

:  40,148 

Japan  

,    2,723 i 

4,632 

7,695 

\  1,919 

I  2,513: 

-  2,801 

1  3,086 

Mexico   : 

773: 

.  1,255 

,  1,587. 

;  1,783, 

:  1,673 

1,510 

:  1,801 

New  Zealand   

2,087: 

5,063, 

:  4,080 

;  3,424. 

!  6,148: 

5,186 

;  5,606 

Other  countries: 

!  2.051; 

12.062. 

15.384 

18.140 

[  46,487' 

S  53 . 4 55 

:  70.831 

Total 

49,639; 

93,962 

88, 152 

90,783 

135 ,027 : 

152,337 

; 193 ,099 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States. 
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